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HOW THE WAR OF THE UNION BECAME A WAR FOR BLACK FREEDOM
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The eruption of war towards ending slavery and freedom of the African Americans can only be answered by properly understanding the events that triggered the action. In the month of September 1862, president Lincoln propagated the Preliminary Proclamation. The Emancipation was meant to set all the slaves free.[footnoteRef:1] This included freedom for the slaves in states that were ruled by Confederate forces. The roadmap of the war towards freedom is closely knitted on the contextual Preliminary Proclamation events that had been brewing for several months.  [1:  Guelzo, Allen C. Lincoln's Emancipation Proclamation: The End of Slavery in America. Simon and Schuster, 2005, 16
] 

Many southern states were outraged following the election of President Lincoln in 1860.[footnoteRef:2] During this period, the Republicans operated on an anti-slavery dais, and due to this, many southerners felt segregated from the Union.  By the end of the year 1860, State of South Carolina seceded and on the eve of 1861 more than seven states had cut ties from the Union. After President Lincoln made a statement of not ending the war, more states like Arkansas, Virginia, and North Carolina severed their ties too.[footnoteRef:3] Lincoln indicated that the war was not meant to stop slavery but for securing the Union. However, after the preliminary Emancipation Proclamation developed in September of 1862 changed the reason behind the Civil war. The war that was meant to save the Union suddenly became a quest to free all the slaves in the united states. The federal government made a great step towards the emancipatory steps which were symbolically significant for the country. During the summer of 1861, the Department of war allowed liberation of slaves who wanted to join the Union armies after they escaped from their masters.[footnoteRef:4] Gen. Benjamin F. was the key developer of the policy which came about when he refused to release slaves back to the Confederate forces. By the end of 1862, the approximated number of slaves that had received their freedom this way is 100,000. In this case, it is clear that even before president Lincoln could issue a proclamation that ensured slaves freedom, the U.S was already offering a helping hand to slaves.  [2:  Ibid, 16													]  [3:  Ibid, 17 													]  [4:  Ibid, 18] 

Additionally, the Congress worked closely with President Lincoln to help make and sign the First & Second Confiscation Acts. The acts allowed for the release of slaves who were owned by Confederate forces. At this point in time, the process of freeing the slaves from the arms of their rebellious masters was not easy. However, the code of the government was clear to everyone- the Federal government had the power to emancipate slaves from their masters even in the Allied states. In mid-1862, Lincoln was able to sign a law that was meant to put an end to slavery in the District of Columbia.[footnoteRef:5] This was the first time in history, the U.S government was successful in abolishing oppression in a jurisdiction. Moreover, in May of 1862, the general of South Carolina had a falling with the president Lincoln.[footnoteRef:6] The issue was based on the fact that as the President, Lincoln felt that he was the only one that had the power to make policies regarding slavery emancipation. By overruling general Hunter’s order to end slavery in South Carolina, the president made it clear that if he was aware that ending oppression would be beneficial for the Union, then he would be in the forefront[footnoteRef:7]. Therefore, it was not surprising when Lincoln announced his agenda of freeing the slaves in Confederate states.  [5:  Lincoln, Abraham, and Hugo Sebald. The Emancipation Proclamation. Dreamscape Media, LLC, 2012, 27
]  [6:  Ibid, 28]  [7:  Ibid, 16] 

However, the agenda of president Lincoln as mirrored in his Preliminary Proclamation, was not effective that fast. Instead, he offered to stop slavery 100 days later. The idea of having the emancipation commencing in January 1863 was meant to give some time for the Southern Confederacy to abolish slavery.[footnoteRef:8] Unfortunately, the three months were not enough to change the minds of slave masters. Most of them continued with the notion that “all slaves were created equal”.[footnoteRef:9] Regardless of the reluctance of the Confederacy, Lincoln went ahead and as promised, his final Emancipation Proclamation. The document explicitly and specifically endorsed the use of African Americans in the army. It stated, "I will further declare and make known, that such persons of suitable condition, will be received into the armed forces of the U.S… and man vessels of all sorts in said service”.[footnoteRef:10] [8:  Ibid, 27											]  [9: Buell, Tonya. Slavery in America: A Primary Source History of the Intolerable Practice of Slavery. The Rosen Publishing Group, 2003, 3
]  [10: McPherson, James M. Battle cry of freedom: The Civil War era. Oxford University Press, 2003, 2
] 

In conclusion, the war to preserve the Union changed its nature to a war that looked forward to saving the oppression in Confederacy on 22 September 1862. Black troops were used (former slaves) to accomplish the mission. Lincoln was committed to enlisting African American soldiers. Once in the army, these former slaves would be an undisputable force against the former masters and in the process, slavery would come to an end. 
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